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JAN CLAESZ RIETSCHOOF

(1652 — Hoorn - 1719)

The newly finished man-o-war the ‘Beschermer’ off the port of Hoorn
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Jan Claesz Rierschoof demonstrared his talent for drawing and
painning as an caely age. The painter’s biographer, Hoabraken,
reports that at the age of foutteen the artivt became a pupil of
Abeaham Liedst, 4 local portrain painter, and later of the famous
seascape painter Ludolf Backhuysen in Amsterdan, In this
masterful and monumental seascape Rictschool has exualied —
and perhaps surpassed — his eacher. Houbraken alyo writes thas
Rietschoof mainuined the approach used by his master and
Rieochoof s masterworks were regularly ascribed 1 Ludolf
Backhuysen. Rienchoof did noc sign his work or, if he did, then
with the casily deletable monogram JRC. In the past chis led t0
many of his paintings being ascribed fo bis teacher Backhuysen
ar to colleagues ar pupils who imitated his sevle. It is only in the
past few decades thar there has been an increne in the number
of works ascribed 10 Ricochoof on stylisic grounds snd thar this
master hay emerged from the shadow of his sometimes better
fellow antists, Unil very kate on in fife Ricmschoof was @
successful painter and in 1697 be belonged to the ranks of the
approximately rwo hundred ‘prominent” and riches inhabitante
of Hoom,

The litcrature conteadicns the daze (1659) given o this painting
by sating that the Beschermier was launched by the Noosder-
kwarticr Board of Adminilty in 1690, The ship was buile in
Enkhuizen, but quite posibly was not complered there, In
November 1689 it was repocted from the Noorderkwarrier (this
Board of Admiralty had its headquarrens alremnately in Hoom
and in Enkhuizen) that the frulis of the three newly conseructed
shiips had been compleved and “dies den deselie tor voltreckinge
et werder deficiecrde dan alleen her Zan?, Hous, Zeyl en Trtin?”
However it was alo wporsed that these was no mose money w

vomplete the vessels, which “de Adwmiralizeis in It
Nownderuarticr poor hutar contingent soude equiperen™ This
perobably referred o the most important ship, the Berhermer.
Rictschoof will have been able to observe the vessel in
Enkhutzen right up to the Lt comtruction phase in the whart’
and t see ir sail past the port of Hoorn as i was towed 0
Ammerdam. This sexscape of 1689 pictures the ship in all i
plory — whether commissioned or not — off the porr of Hooe.

The Besct was 170 & long dam foot = 28.31 em),
43 fr broud with 4 16-ft deep bull and it carried 90 guns. The
large three-deckers were generally fint-chass vessehs, known 25
Groonshepen (Large Ships) or negentigers (nincey-crs} after the
number of cinnon they could carry, Each of the five Boands of
Admiralty way held co maintain and equip 3 number of these
ninety-en of 170 ft in lengeh in case war should break out. The
Besohermer was w be the third and kst such ninery-er of the
Noordedkwartier. The Wese-Frseshond. built in 1683 in Hoorn ~
a ship that was also painted by Rictschoot — and the Kaster! ran
declembiik of 1688 were already pare of the fleet.

The Bescliermer beloging o the e s
confused with the Berhermer of the De Maze Board of
Admiratty (Roeterdam), The laser was 174 ft i length and
wartied 90 to 100 guns. This vessel was taben inw service very
won after completion in 1691 and continued w sail until 1715,

le wan, for instance. pare of the combined Anglo-Dutch fleer thar
joined batte with the French in May 1692 off the coast of La
Hogue, one of the cpirodes of the Nine Yean' War {akso known
s the War of the Grand Alliance, the War of the League of
Augshurg or the War of the Palatinian Succession ~ 1688-1697),
At the time, the Noorderkwattier’s Beschermer was on the
Zuyder Zea (see copy of archive document 1), At the request of
wasenscheepsman Clacs Gerrita of Uitdam. wo of his colleagues
stated how, in November 1692 they, along with ten other
swseriiepen, had been otdered to “tow the countrys wardvips i
sivis Fawm’s harbonr’ (Hoom}, On the same day. all other vessels
were relocated. After the Bade of La Hogue in 1692, where the
Noorderkwarticr's Heschermer had been unable o win any
Taurels, the threar posed by the French ar seu had sill not
disappeated. In carly 1693 the so-called Groone Vioor (Great
Fleer) sailed out under the command of Admical Philips van
Almonde. The flect assembled in St Helena Bay from where
they could escort the Dutch and English merchant ahips on the
way to the East and the Mediterrancan, This was probably the
only time that the Noorderkwartier’s and D Maxe’s rwo shipe
both named Beswhermer weee to be found in the same fleet, On
chis pocasion the Noorderkwartier’s vessel was carrying 90 guns
welve 36-poundens. aghreen 24-pounders, thiny 18-pounders,
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Ham Goderis, View of Howrm, ca. 1625




