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The Battle of‘Ki_il<duin the Battle of-the Te.\el on 1151. August 1673 marked the end ofithe Third Anglo-Dutch

~ ‘-'/ ' \Var 1671 A i674 . This battle represented a final attempt b_\' the combined Anglo-French fleet to force the Dutch fleet.i_,\
1 \

\ 4

ll l ‘i

iv?-

I-4

\\~-." .

under Michiel de Rtrrtei' to relinquish its position l)el1il1Cl the sandbanks. so that nothing more would stand in the wa_\

ofia na\'al invasion ofithe Dutch Reptiblic.

Outntimbered by enemy ships by iao to 75, De Ru_\'tei' adopted a defensive position to start ofifiwith, but during

an inspection ofithe fleet b_\‘ the Prince of_Oran n ll[l1 August 1673. the decision was made to mount an attack.

U’-'1

F.»

O

-‘ partlr as a means of'ensuring the safe return ofia merchant con\'o_\' laden with riches. Ifisuch a prize were to fall into. e-_- \

a.F W;~

‘T12-1‘”""iié_,%lv!

.‘gig

-

3*’?

-. ‘ . __
1 the hands ofithe English, it wotild otherwise provide them with the financial means to prolong the war still further.

/"1 T 1 / t -= "V " . ._ . . . .

The number of canons and troops \\c‘lc thought to be sufficient to (lLfcliCl the coast. which would waiiant tic ta ing

ofisuch a step.

i“*
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F4“ -ii ' ‘-1 ' ‘ 1‘. . . . .

. _t/r? . , ' £12 'f;=:‘: De Rurtei" then sailed to Texel on the lookout for the enem\', whom he engaged in battle before the coast of
' --— ’ M ; '\\ ' t ~* (1 ‘ ' *J \ ~\ 1
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, ~‘3~‘-"‘”' ti-~_ii§#L._. -""i'r‘i"l‘>;"\ "E<'~"='f?" ‘-1 ._,'“. ‘F ', Ki kduin on 1 i st /\ll\’LlS[. The \'aiwuard with Banckert in command mountccl an attack on the French s uadron. , .t - J _. D q
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‘ QT‘ W45‘ commantled bi the Lomte d Estrees. The French initially LlISPl.1_\'L‘Cl a fierce resistance. but soon beat a quick retreati _,i.;.;
_ *1.

before \\'lll1LlI'.l\\ iiig their entire force from the battle.

l
;‘;:'lll| ‘\ 3' "l De Rtirter en~a~*ed the Red squadron under the command of Prince Rupert on the Rortil >0i't'rt'i¢iii, and was
If I.» ' , i . ‘ '
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. ii i t4 \. ‘z -;.z ~ . ;l¢/'.",,_ _».;' _ . . . . _i ~'~'1'lll #3 -. a§~-- ‘iv / from Cornelis Trom p, the commander of the Dutch rearvuard. The two flavships were engaged in such hea\'v fire thatill ‘ ‘ “ll ""“""-l- " .nr=\\\'~-" ..:-"4---’<" T ° O C‘ D 'a \l"a
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\ -\l“ later ioined bv the rangtiard under Banckert. Those tactics proved too much for Prince Rupert. He fled westwards to.\___. .

:_i
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the aid ofithe blue stitiadron, thc English rearguard under Sir Edward Spi which was coming Lll1ClCI‘l1C.1\’)’lTl'C

-- .'-'I’.7¥17 -i 5 .. - .....~', *~-t.’ '44‘ . . . . . . . . . ._\\\ F \ . nmumgk
' s.-.._,_ __.t,

_".>l'_ the admirals were forced to change ship time and again because their original ships had been damaged beyond repair.
4. _ -',\ I |
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' 7*- .' .- ' “gi-in ‘F;-il'=**’ '~-5-;-." ' l/’ DL1l'1l10 one of the exchaiwes a can nonball hit Admiral Spraoge s cutter. it sank and the unforttinate Admiral was
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‘IT’: L‘:I?’‘/ conceding defeat and setting sail For home.
* t

-=.%_Tl’- 4 ,. . . . . . _ , _

'_"'_:__ij>.".L*~;f-‘* “;'L_it\;'_»s;_E- --__- Prince Rupert and De Ru_\'ter did battle again, but the failure of the French to engage resulted in the former

\.

-;Y.';'f,-"';>-""=.:,';,.¢,j;=e';J".—‘:}"-"'*_;';;;:;:,— ' F I‘:-T'l
‘-“~‘ "*“? ’ - " :~"’—-f"'_'.' ~'."'.'..;.~i'*'~:*:?—.""..- Neither side captured any ships. Whereas the English fleet SL1Cl'CCl CXECHSIVC damage to ships and great loss ofct. = ta» ~.s..t._.... ..i‘:—:—\h~‘T—:—-_&&7~ * 'T“\; ':_ ?'—1u~;>-~‘—~" 5" -"—

’_ ;' ‘ ' ‘ " " I ' " ‘, ' ' ‘ ' t ' I “ ' l f " . f. , l '. t ‘\'*n able to stay at sea for one month
I

llfL onl} foui of Dc Ruytei s ships weic sent aome oi repaiis in ict ie \\ ts <. c

I longer. To give an example of_how tight discipline was under De Ru_vter's command, accounts ofithe time record the
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lact that the Dutch were able io lClU.l<l ilieii _$‘_llll\ \\lltt' HI t‘\‘<‘ll l\\ iie iii llH' \.lIHL‘ iiiiie ii rook ilie Iii;-_li\li In liie ]ll\l

one shot. Unlike the two battles loiiglii eailiei ihai \.llH(‘ \'1‘.l| .ll Stliuoiie\'elil, holli ol \\'lHtl1 had proved IIHUIH lll\l\'(‘,

the Battle olithe Texel was a cleai \'l(lUl\' loi lie Ruviei. Peate was tontliided ai the liegiiiiiiiig ol i674.

The present painting depicts the liaiile heiweeii 1lieLJoiulc|iLccuir under the command ol_Cornelis Troin p and

the Rqviil Priiitc under Sir Edward Spragge. In the lioreground an English ship orthe Blue squadron is going down and

some olithe sailors are jumping overboard onto the waiting lileboats in an attempt to save their own lives. ln the lelt

background is the Witte Ollllllll under the command olilsaac Sweers, which had been instrumental in repelling the Blue

squadron. ln the centre is the Goudcii Lcciiiv under Cornelis Tromp, the commander ofithe Dutch rearguard, and on the

right the RQvi1lPriiitc which lost its main topmast. Edward Spragge then decided to shift his flag once more, but was

drowned when the ship's boat was sunk by a chance shot. Not only does the broken topmast have a deeper symbolic

meaning. but the figure of‘/\dmiral Spragge, standing in his cutter, with his arms raised in supplication, can be seen

to be a personication olithe enemy defeated.

ABRAHAM STORCK

1i6a4 — Amsterdam ~ i7io

Tlic Biiillc til Kllllillllll Tlir Biiitlr of ilic Ti'\cl. :i\i .'\iii|ii,\i ib";

On [lh' lfll tlic Witte Olilant uiiilci llli‘ idllllllilllil of l\\l\lA 5\vcvi\,iiiil1cic|iirc Coriirlh

Tmiiip iii rlic Gouden Leeuw llllll uii rliu iuilii ilic Rural Prince \\‘l!ll Sir E\l\l'llHl Srlllélélk‘

Oil on C.ll'1\'.l$, 100 x l§4 cm

Signed: r\.$lUYLl{ll‘1ll
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Ronald Prucl'homme van Reine. Rk'(lllL'IlhHlll\'il1lNi‘ill‘1l\Hlil Biqiiiiific \'ilIl Mitliicl

/\ll1li.lCIl_\Z0\‘ll ill.‘Rll)‘lL‘Y,/\l‘|1S[Cl'Ll.lH‘|. I996, with illustration.
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